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Objective: 
Given the possible hostile use of biological agents, the broader 
scientific community must be engaged in building microbial forensic 
capacity. The development of microbial forensics illustrates how 
global life science research can support the Biological and Toxin 
Weapons Convention (BWC) and create better tools to investigate 
and discriminate between natural and deliberate disease outbreaks.  
 
The technical objective is to support the development of the field of 
microbial forensics by fostering international collaborations on 
major research challenges among leading scientists in key countries. 
The policy objective is to take advantage of existing collaborations 
in the scientific community to create a greater international 
understanding of the current capabilities and limitations of 
microbial forensics to support U.S. nonproliferation objectives and 
the implementation of the BWC. 
 
Approach: 
An international symposium will be held to convene scientific 
researchers and security policymakers. A findings report from an 
international committee under the auspices of the U.S. National 
Research Council (NRC) will provide an international roadmap for 
the scientific research and collaboration needed to develop the field 
of microbial forensics.  
